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4'Did you not go and take the girl to task
afterwards ? "

"Nay, master/3 said Anjappa, "you are boys;
I am an old man. Why do you ask a man in his
old age to describe the things he did in his youth.
I did go to the young woman and did ask her and
things were all right." I did not press Anjappa
to tell us what this last phrase meant. Rangappa
said : "That's all right then. If by any chance
you are brought before me, Anjappa, I shall find
out the truth and let you off." "Oh, my master/5
said Anjappa, "what risk is there of my standing
before a human judge hereafter ? The only judge
before whom I shall stand hereafter is my God
Venkataramana of Tirupati. Of course, I have
to go before Him. When I stand in the presence,
He will cast a look on me and ask what I plead.
And I fall at His feet in submission admitting my
sins, and, my master, you know there is no
punishment there. I admit and He forgives."
We could say nothing to this confession of
Anjappa's. The old man sat on a little longer,
referring to other incidents of his youth. Then
he said: "Master, will you not give me betel
leaf and nut in honour of your having become a
magistrate ?" Rangappa told his boys to go in
and bring some leaf and nut and gave it to